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I was elected to the position 
of Vice President of our Chapter 
this past July. Richard Delisle’s 
untimely passing has left me 
with the huge responsibility of 
being your Chapter President till 
I complete his term.  I am lucky 
though; I have five Chapter Past 
Presidents on our board to help 
guide me through the next year 
and a half.  With their help and a 
lot of work on my part I think all 
will go well.

Rich Delisle was in his third term 
as our Chapter President when 
a stroke took him from us.  Rich 
was a very respected Chapter 
President in Safari Club Interna-
tional.  He was especially known 
for his support of our countries 
Veterans and Youth programs.  I 
will do what I can to continue his 
work with these programs.  We all 
miss his easy smile and gift to talk 
on his cell phone!

Our yearly fundraiser is going 
live again in 2022!  We have set 
the dates as March 18-19, 2022 
at The Laurel Manor see our flyer 
in this newsletter and plan on 
attending with your family and 
friends.  It’s a great night out! At-
tend our fundraiser and stop me 
and say hello.  I will be pleased 
to meet you and I know we will 
all have a great time!

By Larry Stafford

Due to a large number of 
deer in Camp Grayling, a de-
cision was made to cull deer 
from portions of the camp 
area through a disabled 
veterans hunt.  Matt Kleitch, 
Natural Resources Specialist 
with the Michigan Depart-
ment of Military and Veteran 
Affairs was given the respon-
sibility to coordinate the hunt.

Matt assembled a team 
consisting of Cullen Haesler, 
James Osga, Maryn Burrell 
from DMVA, Ryan Boyer, 
Steve Nelson, and Steve 
Sharp from NWTF. It was 
decided that 10 disabled 
veterans would be chosen to 
hunt for 2 days at the camp. 
The team placed 10 ground 
blinds within the camp which 
were supplied by NWTF. 

On Monday, November 
8, nine hunters, mentors 
(guides) and support staff 
had a meeting to go over 
hunting rules, safety and 
crossbow sight-in. Colo-
nel Scott Meyers, Camp 
Commander, welcomed 
the veterans, stating that he 
was honored having them 
at Camp and to have a safe 
hunt.  Matt went over safety 

and assigned mentors to 
each veteran. 

I was honored to be picked 
to guide for Walter (Bud) 
Smith. We were assigned to 
blind #3.  At 3:00pm we start-
ed the hunt. As we sat, Bud 
shared his story. Bud was 
drafted in 1971 and went to 
Vietnam as a radio operator. 
In 1983, he joined the Michi-
gan National Guard. When he 
was in Afghanistan in 2009 is 
when he got injured. Bud re-
tired from the guard in 2010. 
Getting back to hunting, we 
spotted our first doe, but she 
never got close. At 4:50pm 
two bucks were spotted 
walking toward us. The first 
buck was ranged at 25 yards 
and the other one stopped at 
46 yards. Bud took a shot at 
the 8-point at 25 yards and 
made a perfect broadside 
shot. The buck ran about 30 
yards before going down. We 
contacted Matt – Buck Down! 
The recovery team retrieved 
the buck and after gutting 
the deer, took it to Halstead 
Processing. 

We returned to the meeting 
building for a great dinner, 
supplied by Spikes Keg O 
Nails, set up by Traci Nelson, 
and sponsored by Preston 

President’s ReportPresident’s Report
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1st Annual Camp Grayling
Disabled Veterans’ Hunt

11/8-9/21

LOOKING FORWARD
2022 A YEAR OF PROGRESS

Continued on pg 8

Robert Delaurier
President
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Written by Ralph Cagle

The entire hunting and conservation commu-
nity lost a great friend on Friday, September 24.  
Chapter President Richard Delisle, age 76, of 
Fowlerville Michigan passed unexpectedly after 
a very short illness. The picture to the right is the 
buck that Rich took at Legend’s Ranch his last 
hunt and was a fitting trophy for a fine man.  

Rich Delisle served for two terms as President 
of our Chapter and was serving the third term 
when he passed.  He was also a recipient of the 
Chapter’s Golden Arrow Award.  Robert Delaurier 
will step up to finish his term.  

Rich was a personal friend to so many of us.  As 
he was known to do, he called me and others al-
most every day. Rich was the most friendly, com-
mon user of Mr. Bell’s invention that I have ever 
known!  Most of the calls were related to chapter 
business and other times just to chat. Rich be-
lieved in keeping in touch with friends. 

As a long-time board member, Rich took the 
reins of two of the chapter’s least-focused-on 
projects and turned them into 
his mission… the Veterans 
and Youth programs.  I 
have been around the club 
from the beginning, and no 
one gave those two pro-
grams more of their time and 
energy than Rich did.  He 
was there for every Veteran’s 
Hunt, Youth Hunt or Fishing 
Trip since he took over.  The 
irony of it was Rich was never 
a Veteran, but he gave them a 
strong voice within the ranks 
of our sportsman’s commu-
nity and gave them hope and 
normalcy when they needed 
it.  Rich gave credit to the youth 
programs for keeping his outlook 
pointed in a youthful direction. 
Oh, how he loved those kids! 

No one tried harder do his job 

the right way.  He always consulted other board 
members for their opinions and ideas.  Many were 
surprised when he actually took their advice.  I 
wasn’t.  That’s just the way Rich rolled. 

His memory is cherished by his wife Deborah 
of 45 years and his sons Mark and Matthew, his 
brother William Swain (wife Viola) and his wonder-
ful nieces and nephews. He was a retired Ford 
worker of 32 years and an avid hunter. Rich was 
not only President of Southeast Michigan Bow-
hunters Chapter of Safari Club, but President 

of Camp Liberty (for wounded 
veterans) and on SCI’s Michigan 
Involvement Committee and the 
board of Michigan Sportsmen 
Against Hunger.  He always tried 
to help others. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial contributions can be 
made to:

Cystic Fibrosis Foundation 
(cff.org), 2265 Livernois Rd., 
Ste 410, Troy, Mi. 48083

Our deepest sympathy is 
with Rich’s family. He will be 
sorely missed by many. We 
look forward to meeting our 
friend again someday in the 
hallowed hunting grounds 
beyond.  Richard was cre-
mated and his family will 
select a day to Celebrate 
his Life later this year. 

I will notify all of you 
when the day is selected.

In Memory of…Richard Delisle (President)
December 4, 1944 - September 24, 2021
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How to Take Proper Photos of Your Trophy 

1st Annual Camp Grayling Disabled Veterans’ Hunt (con’t)
Continued from pg. 3

Feather. Many more stories were shared through-
out the dinner. Just to let you know, another very 
nice 8-point buck was shot by Terry Rockhold.

The next morning, we met at 5:45am for coffee 
and donuts supplied by SFC Jeremie Mead. We 
were in the blind by 6:15am. We did not see any 
deer in the morning hunt. 

Our pizza lunch was supplied by Steve and 
Traci Nelson and after lunch we again headed out 
to the blind.  By 4:00pm a big spike came within 
45 yards of us. He seemed preoccupied, and 
sure enough 3 does came into view.  Finally, after 
watching the deer for quite some time, one came 
close enough for a 28-yard broadside shot. Bud 
made another great shot.

Mike Lawcock, another hunter who was guided 
by Steve Nelson, was able to shoot a doe by the 
end of the day. At the end of the hunt, 4 deer were 
harvested with the processing sponsored by SCI 
SE Michigan Bowhunters Chapter and Halstead 
Processing.  Each hunter had to use either a bow 
or crossbow during the hunt. For the first ever 
hunt in 100 years at Camp Grayling, it was a total 
success for everyone involved. 

Special thanks go to 
the sponsors of the event:

NWTF – Beaver Creek Chapter,
      Michigan Chapter

SCI – SCI S.E. Michigan Bowhunters Chapter
Camp Grayling Joint Maneuver Training Center

Michigan DNR
Halstead Game Processing

Jay’s Sporting Goods – Gaylord
Preston Feather

Leashed Tracking Dog Services

A special thank you to our
other veterans who took part:

Take photos after cancel-
ling your tag, but before field 
dressing. Doing otherwise often 
results in a bloody mess that 
detracts from the photo. 

Show the habitat you hunted. 
Find a suitable spot that is the 
essence of the terrain and habi-
tat you hunted, but don’t let the 
habitat obscure your photo.

Clean the animal. Clean the 
blood from the deer’s mouth and 
nose if present. Remove dirt, 
leaves, blood and saliva from 
yourself, the hunter and the deer. 
Face any large exit wounds away 
from the camera. No tongue. 
Put the deer’s tongue back in its 
mouth.

Antlers are not a gun rack. 
Don’t rest your gun or bow on the 

deer’s antlers. It is disrespectful.
Be next to your deer — go 

low, no straddling — and smile. 
Some hunters like to stand an 
arm’s length behind the animal 
to make the antlers look bigger.  
Shoot photos from a low angle 
so you are even with or below 
the animal. Also, don’t straddle 
big game — it is not a horse. 
Show respect by kneeling beside 
or behind the animal, and smile.

Think about folding the legs 
under. Some hunters like to prop 
up the deer as if it was in a bed-
ded position. This can be done 
by folding a deer’s legs under-
neath its body. If the back legs 
get too stiff, leave them straight 
out. But put the deer on its stom-
ach so it’s upright.

Note the angle of the sun. When 
setting up the photo, your best op-
tion is to position the sun over the 
shoulder of the photographer.

Shoot pics during the softest 
light.  Take your photos early and 
late in the day.  From late morn-
ing to late afternoon, avoid direct 
sunlight. Pose in full shade, if 
possible, and use a flash.

Use fill flash or tip the hat up.  
A fill flash will open the shadow 
cast on a hunter’s face by his hat. 
If your camera doesn’t have a 
flash, have the hunter tip up his 
hat.  Skip the tight focus. Leave 
plenty of space around the sub-
ject when it comes to snapping 
photos of a big game animal. You 
can crop the image later. Shoot 
lots of different pics. 

Joshua Bauman
Mike Lawcock
Terry Rockhold

Frank Lewis Beek
Walter (Bud) Smith

Robert Dean
Roger Wilcox

Matt Dunn
Jason Grundy
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Businesses that Support Your Sport (con’t)
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Southeast Michigan Bowhunters Chapter - SCI 
30th Annual 

Fund Raiser Banquet 
& Outfitters Party 

Saturday, March 19, 2022 
Laurel Manor  l  39000 Schoolcraft Rd., Livonia 48150 

4:00 p.m. Doors open – Cocktails (4:30p.m.), Exhibits, Silent Auction & Raffles 
6:30 p.m. - Dinner l Live Auction after Dinner 

800+ Attendees    •  Sit-Down Dinner  •  Open Bar   •  30+ Outfitter & Exhibitors Booths 
•  $250,000 Live Auction •  Silent Auction  •  Huge Rafflesn  •  70+ Hunting Trips & Fishing Charters  •  Wildlife Art 

 •  Guns & Bows  •  Hunting Equipment  •  & Much More!!! 
Dinner: Filet Mignon  t  Boneless Breast of Chicken  t  Potato  t  Vegetable  t  Salad  t  Dessert  t  & More 

 
All proceeds go to further SCI's wildlife conservation, education, humanitarian and governmental affairs programs to ensure the future of North 
America's great wildlife management system and proud hunting heritage.  The Southeast Michigan Bowhunters Chapter of SCI is always ready to 

assist with funding and manpower when and wherever animal-rights extremists threaten our sport.  We undertake many worthwhile programs 
throughout the year to help build a solid future for sportsmen and wildlife.  If you enjoy our sport as much as we do and are willing to lend your 

support, we welcome you to attend this gala event and to join Michigan’s most active and effective organization in protecting your ““RRiigghhtt  TToo  HHuunntt””..  

Mail Order Form to:  Kurt Bernas 1056 Stable LN South Lyon MI 48178. •. Email: scibowhuntersFR@gmail.com  Cell (248) 736-6647  
 

---------------------- SCI  Banquet Ticket  Order  Form ---------------------- 
Ticket orders must be received by March 11th for advance ticket pricing! 

Please send ______ Fund Raiser Banquet Individual Ticket(s) only $95.00 per person ............................. $__________ 
Please send ______ Fund Raiser Banquet Reserved Table(s) of Ten $900.00 per table* ........................... $__________ 
* Early ticket buyers will get $100 discount for a total price of $800 or tables can be purchased for $900 and receive $200 in raffle tickets 

per table*. You may buy tickets on-line: see details on our website scibowhunters.org 
 

Table Reservation Name: ________________________________________ TOTAL: $__________ 
Mail to: 
 Name_____________________________________________ 

 Address___________________________________________ 

 City__________________________ St____ Zip___________ 

 Phone (________)___________________________________ 

 E-mail Address_____________________________________ 

 

q Check Enclosed (payable to: SCI- SE Michigan Bowhunters) 
q Charge to:  __VISA  __MC  __Discover   Exp. Date:_______ 

__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__ 
Card No. 

Signature_____________________________________

2022 BANQUET TICKET PURCHASING INFORMATION 
Tickets are $90 in advance, $95 at the door and include admission to both the Friday evening Outfitters Cocktail Party and the Saturday evening Fund Raiser Banquet. Advance ticket 
pricing is available until March 11th 2022. After this date tickets are only available at the door, may be reserved by phone or email, and are non-refundable. Tickets are for assigned 
table seating only. If you wish to be seated in a group, please purchase tickets as a group. To purchase tickets, please complete the Ticket Order Form, cut & return; or order by phone 
as instructed below. Banquet & Outfitters Party tickets will be mailed at least one week in advance.  A sell-out crowd of 800 sports people expected again this year, so act fast!!!  VISA, 
MC and Discover will be accepted for tickets and for other Banquet purchases. 

 tt  For Ticket Info mail to Kurt Bernas 1056 Stable LN, South Lyon MI 48178. •. Cell (248) 736-6647, Email: scibowhuntersFR@gmail.com 
 tt  For Donation & Booth info contact Rob Delaurier 201 W. Girard, Madison Hts. MI 48071 

Tickets for the Fund Raiser Banquet also include FREE admission to the…. 
 
 

Laurel Manor 39000 Schoolcraft Rd., Livonia MI 48150 (West of Newburgh Rd.) 
Friday, March 18, 2022  ll   6:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

Deluxe Pizza Buffet Dinner & Cash Bar 
The Southeast Michigan Bowhunters Chapter of S.C.I. cordially invites you to personally meet the Outfitters, Guides, Charter Captains and 

Merchants who are this year’s Fund Raiser Banquet donors.  This is exclusive to Chapter Members and Banquet Ticket-Holders.  Get a sneak preview of 
the donations and the people behind them.  If you have any interest in purchasing a hunt or trip at the Banquet, this is an excellent opportunity to talk 
one-on-one with the donors.  Come join the fun and double your chances on a quality trip by attending both evenings 

 

 

 



Calendar of Events

A non-profit, 100% volunteer organization dedicated to protecting and preserving our hunting heritage
through wildlife conservation, education, legislative and humanitarian efforts.

FIRST CLASS MAIL

Safari Club InternationalSafari Club International
Southeast Michigan Bowhunters Chapter
P.O. Box 303
Davisburg, MI  48350

Calendar of Events

DECEMBER 25TH

Merry Christmas To All
— • —

JANUARY 1ST

Last Day of Archery Deer Season
— • —

FEBRUARY 16TH 
Big Buck Contest, photo contest, antler mea-
surement and wild game dinner.  Bring your 

friends and Family!
— • —

MARCH 18TH-19TH 
2022 Live person to person

Chapter Fundraiser be there,
bring a friend!

Important Dates:Important Dates:
Detroit Archers............. 248.661.9610

Detroit Sportsmen........ 586.739.3500

Flint Bowmen................ 810.695.1660

Huron Pointe................. 586.749.5420

Land-O-Lakes............... 810.247.2877

Lincoln Bowmen........... 734.782.9293

MJC-Royal Oak............. 248.589.2480

MOR Archery................. 586.566.7991

Multi-Lakes................... 248.363.9109

Oakland County............ 248.623.0444

Royal Oak Archers........ 248.693.9799

Starlight Lapeer............ 810.664.6401

SunRy’s Archery........... 810.936.0020

Call for Archery Info:Call for Archery Info:

WWW.SCIBOWHUNTERS.COM


